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Comments on the review of WDOE Resource Recovery f i les and 
contact with WDOE personnel 

REF: TDD R10-8410-14 

CC: Bi l l  Rit thaler,  E&E, Seatt le 
Lori  Cohen, EPA, Region X 

On January 10, 1985, I  visi ted the Washington State Department 
of  Ecology Off ice in Spokane, WA in order to review their  f i les on 
Resource Recovery Corporat ion. DOE personnel contacted included: 
Larry Peterson, Jim Malm, and John Arnquist.  

I  explained that the purpose of my v is i t  was to gather a l l  
relevant background data on Resource Recovery in order to design 
and implement a Tier 2A Dioxin Study of the s i te.  Al l  DOE f i les 
referr ing to the si te were made avai lable to me. There were no 
personnel avai lable who had actual ly been on-si te during the 1972-
1974 s i te operat ional period. 

The f i les provided data that complemented the f i les pre­
viously reviewed by E&E. These f i les wi l l  be used to ref ine our 
overal l  v iew of the s i te.  DOE personnel stated that Larry Dietr ich, 
the current owner/operator,  has the most accurate f i rst  hand know­
ledge of Resource Recovery's on-si te operat ions. Mr. Dietr ich has 
been most cooperat ive in his deal ings with the DOE. Direct contact 
between Mr. Dietr ich and E&E wi l l  probably provide the fastest and 
most accurate answers to any quest ions about the s i te.  

Quest ions concerning the proposed f ie ld invest igat ion were 
raised by the DOE, including: 

1. 
2 .  
3. 
4. 

Could addit ional analyses be done beyond PCDD and PCDF? 
Could samples be archived for future analysis? 
Is the EPA planning to include soi l  resist iv i ty test ing? 
Wil l  another set of  samples be taken to explain the recent 
s i te inspect ions anomalous wel l  water anlaysis results? 
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I t  appears that the DOE would strenuously object to any 
type of sampling that might puncture ei ther the lower l in ing cr 
upper covering of any waste p i t .  They also expressed concern 
that soi l -  sampling at depth might result  in a conduit  for con­
taminat ion to enter the ground water.  The DOE would appreciate 
our maintaining communicat ions throughout the course of this in-
vest i  gat ion. 
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